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June 4, 2010

To: TSDS Regional Forum Volunteers
Subject:  Texas Student Data System (TSDS) – Future Dashboard Reporting Tool Feedback

On behalf of the Texas Student Data System team, we want to thank you for making the time to attend the stakeholder forums and submit feedback on the Texas Student Data System website.  It is feedback like yours that will ensure the reporting tools will best meet the needs of districts across the state.  In total, eleven forums were held with over 2,000 education stakeholders across the state.  

We have provided a copy of the consolidated findings from the Regional Forum sessions.  Participants were overwhelmingly positive about the dashboard reporting tool content and layout and provided extremely valuable input which the project team is planning to incorporate into updated versions of the dashboard tools in the coming months.   
District Connections Database (DCD) Advisory Group 

We also would like to express our appreciation for your continued interest in providing feedback on the dashboard reporting tools as a participant in the TSDS DCD Advisory Group.  Over 160 teachers, principals, superintendents and administrators have volunteered to be part of this group whom will review and provide input for future iterations of the district dashboard reporting tools.  

The purpose of this advisory group is to provide feedback on future versions of the District Connections Database dashboards and reporting tools.  It is anticipated that the DCD Advisory Group will be in place for the next 12-18 months.  During this time period, there will be up to four scheduled meetings, described below, where the group participants will have the opportunity to review dashboard tool content and provide feedback.  

We have established a page on the TSDS website for updates and information pertaining to the DCD Advisory Group – it can be found at: http://www.texasstudentdatasystem.org/dcd-advisory/. This page will include updates on the project activities, background material, upcoming events and registration for events.
Activities

It is anticipated there will be up to three webinar sessions and one in-person session, each lasting approximately 90 minutes each.  The webinar sessions are open to all volunteers and the in-person session will be limited to a smaller group of volunteers.  

The format and process will be similar to the Regional Forum breakout sessions where participants will have the opportunity to review dashboard mock-ups (see existing mock-ups for reference), followed by an interactive feedback session.  The in-person session will take place in Austin, Texas.  

Dates

The sessions will be scheduled at times that do not interfere with classroom instruction.  Participants will receive an email update once sessions have been scheduled and be directed to the TSDS website to RSVP.     
· The first webinar session is scheduled for August 19th 3:30pm.  Please RSVP for this session on the DCD Advisory Group project page at your earliest convenience.

· The remaining sessions will be scheduled in late fall and early spring as new versions of the dashboard are available for review.  Adequate notice will be provided to participants for your scheduling convenience.
Logistics

The webinar-based feedback sessions will utilize on-line technology.  Participants must have access to a PC with internet accessibility.  Instructions and materials for these sessions will be sent to participants approximately one week prior to the scheduled event.  

The in-person session will be hosted by TEA in Austin, Texas with a smaller group of representatives. Volunteers will be selected which represent different district roles and geographic locations (approximately 20).  Selected participants will be notified in advance of the session.  The session will be approximately two hours and TEA will provide a stipend that covers reasonable time and travel expenses to Austin.  

We want to thank you again for your interest in participating on the DCD Advisory Group and look forward to your feedback in the coming months.    If you have any questions regarding the DCD Advisory Group, please feel free to contact TEA’s Statewide Data Initiatives Program at TSDS_Admin@tea.state.tx.us. 

Sincerely,
Brian S. Rawson

Director, Statewide Data Initaitives
Attachment

