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5 Steps to Building a Sustainable SEO Strategy Webinar Worksheet
Use this worksheet to build out your SEO strategy as you follow along during the webinar.
1. Build and document your SEO strategy
Develop a solid strategy and establish who will be working on SEO efforts. Some questions to ask yourself to get started:
· What are your business goal for the next month, quarter, year?
· What are areas of your business are a high-priority focus? Medium? Low?
· What metrics determine that these goals have been met?
· How many employees/external resources can support SEO work on the website?
· Who are the stakeholders/champions for SEO?
Fill in your strategy document
Action: Create a strategy document that will benefit everyone by setting clear objectives and a plan for action.
	What Focus?
	When?
	Where?
	Who?
	Why?
	What Priority?

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	



2. Create a targeted keyword list
Think about and write down how you would search for a particular focus area. Look at your strategy document for one of the focus areas you identified.
Some questions to get started:
· What are generic words to refer to this focus area? (e.g., an ice cream ship might have basic keywords like “ice cream” or “mint chocolate chip ice cream”)
· What might someone search for the beginning of their journey to get to (focus area)? (e.g., Who makes the best ice cream in my city?)
· What might someone search for when compare your (focus area) to another business? (e.g., Smith’s Ice Cream versus Nelson’s Ice Cream)
· What might someone search for when ready to purchase/enrollee, etc. for (focus area)? (e.g., Where to buy ice cream?)

Fill in your keyword list
Tip: Use Siteimprove Keyword monitoring tool or webmaster tools like Google Search Console and Bing webmaster tools to find keywords you may already be ranking for.
	[bookmark: _GoBack]My Targeted Keyword List
	

	Your Keyword Ideas
	Ranked Keywords
	Researched Keywords 

	· 
	· 
	· 



3. Optimize your content for search
After you have your keyword list you can work on optimizing your content for search.
Create a keyword mapping table
Action: Take a list of pages from your website (tip: use Siteimprove’s Sitemap in Quality Assurance) and filter for your focus area URL’s. 
	URL
	Primary Keyword
	Keyword 2
	Keyword 3
	Keyword 4

	
	
	
	
	



4. Evaluate your competitor’s SEO
Understand who your competitors are and what keywords they’re ranking and receiving traffic for.
Action: Note what your competitors are doing to organize their content in the table below and what you may wish to consider for your own content efforts.

Tip: Use an incognito window within a web browser to search for your top competitors using a keyword of choice.







	Competitor Name
	Keyword(s) They Rank For
	Notes

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



5. Maintain a quality backlink profile
Backlinks are links on other websites that point to your site. Backlinks are one of the most important parts of any SEO strategy because search engines use it as an indicator of how important your site is.
Strategies for maintaining a high-quality backlink profile:
1. Remove spammy backlinks 
2. Reclaim trusted backlinks
3. Scout out the competition
4. Catch up with the competition
5. Capitalize on new backlink opportunities
6. Spread your backlinks net
Action: Use Google Search Console to get a listing of your backlinks.
Tip: Read this article to get a better understanding of how to get started with backlinks
Resources
· Siteimprove SEO product sheet
· Siteimprove Academy
· Building a Sustainable SEO Strategy course (For intermediate to Advanced SEO users)
· SEO Fundamentals course (For SEO beginners just getting started)
· SEO Advanced Video Demo
· Getting started with SEO Advanced - Help center article
Questions?
Email: Diane@siteimprove.com 
FYI: I will have open live chat hours for you to ask me anything about SEO on 6/20/19 from 2-4pm. I’ll send you an email with an update on how to live chat with me.
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