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TSDS VISION

 Key goals set in 2009: 

• Reduce technology risk and system downtime

• Put real-time student performance data in the hands of 
educators

• Become the one common data collection platform for TEA 

 Other goals set in 2009: 

• Allow for more usable, reliable, and expandable data standards

• Allow for more flexible data validation processes
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TIMELINE
 February 2021

• TEA entered contract with Instructure
• Partnered with the Ed-Fi Alliance, the Michael & Susan Dell 

Foundation and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation

 June/July 2021
• Begin Pilot 1 for 2021-2022 school year
• Additional pilots will be added.

 August 2022
• Parallel year for 2022-2023 school year

 August 2023
• TSDS 3.x ODS will go-live for the 2023-2024 school year. 
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CURRENT TSDS DATA STANDARDS

Ed-Fi 1.x utilized with multiple Texas extensions

Data extracted via XML interchanges as of specific 
snapshot dates

TSDS is more than two major versions behind the 
Ed-Fi standard.



FUTURE TSDS DATA STANDARDS

Utilize Ed-Fi 3.x (most current) data standard

• Stay no more than one major release behind current 
published Ed-Fi standard.

• Decrease in Texas-specific extensions

• Descriptor values (code tables) allow for more flexibility

Data will be transactional via application programming 
interfaces (APIs)

TWEDS will support both versions of the data 
standards.
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CURRENT TSDS LIMITATIONS

Most new data collections require extensions. 

Performance issues due to bulk loading.

Validation tool is limited to code table and XML 
structure validations.



FUTURE TSDS PROCESSES
Data will be sent via APIs transactionally.

• As changes are made in the student information system or other 
source systems, data will be sent to the ODS.

New ODS Administration Interface will be provided
 In order for TEA to pull data from the ODS for specific 

collections, TEA will implement “effective-dating” using begin 
and end dates as delivered by the Ed-Fi model.

• All data that requires to be as of a specific date have been identified.  
Where begin and end dates do not exist, they have been added.

More robust validation process 
• Business rules may be moved up earlier in the data loading process.

 All processes that occur from the ODS to the data mart will 
remain as-is.
 Reports will remain available in downstream applications. 
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Proposed TSDS architecture
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TECHNICAL INFORMATION
 To ensure each vendor has met requirements and demonstrated the 

capability to integrate with the Ed-Fi APIs, each source vendor is 
expected to complete the relevant Ed-Fi certification or badging 
program.

• Ed-Fi Certification Program Information
• Ed-Fi Badging Program

 The Ed-Fi Alliance is available to assist vendors with certification and 
badging

• Register for an Ed-Fi Community log-in for access to how-to, best practice 
guides, the Ed-Fi data standard documentation, and Ed-Fi certification and 
badging program details.

• Get access to the Ed-Fi Slack channel and ticket tracking systems to access 
asynchronous support.

• For questions and guidance beyond the documentation and asynchronous 
channels, contact Cy Jones – Ed-Fi Solution Architect Vendor Partnerships.

https://techdocs.ed-fi.org/display/EDFICERT/Ed-Fi+Certification
https://techdocs.ed-fi.org/display/EDFIBADGE/Ed-Fi+Badges
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ed-fi.org%2Fteam%2Fcy-jones%2F&data=04%7C01%7CLeanne.Simons%40tea.texas.gov%7Cc03dc8efd11749a7717108d8e897b748%7C65d6b3c3723648189613248dbd713a6f%7C0%7C0%7C637515085612813950%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=n0p%2FoL9CsAKSUzXn%2FvhsswLXgv3i%2FFDLVJU1w0mIoLM%3D&reserved=0
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NEXT STEPS
 TEA, Instructure and Ed-Fi Alliance are still in the early 

planning phases for the project.
 Additional sessions will be held for both ESC and Vendor 

staff.
 TEA will begin the ODS 3.x Data Governance process in 

April 2021. 
 A more detailed plan for data standard publications will be 

released June 2021.
 TEA will continue with outreach to the vendor community 

to assist with the pilots.  
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TECHNICAL RESOURCES
 Technical Specifications:

• Texas Education Data Standards (TEDS)
• Ed-Fi Data Standard

 Ed-Fi Technical Resources (Vendors)
• Ed-Fi Community Login Signup
• Implementation Playbook for Technology Providers (login 

needed)

Questions:
• TSDSCustomerSupport@tea.texas.gov

https://www.texasstudentdatasystem.org/TSDS/TEDS/TEDS_Latest_Release/
https://techdocs.ed-fi.org/display/ETKB/Ed-Fi+Data+Standard
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ed-fi.org%2Fcreate-an-account%2F&data=04%7C01%7CLeanne.Simons%40tea.texas.gov%7Cc03dc8efd11749a7717108d8e897b748%7C65d6b3c3723648189613248dbd713a6f%7C0%7C0%7C637515085612813950%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=CxC7rQfcd7BZUODlYBa3R5EYFJ1KZV0FIkbmMDAuvgo%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftechdocs.ed-fi.org%2Fdisplay%2FETKB%2FTechnology%2BProviders%2B-%2BImplementation%2BPlaybook&data=04%7C01%7CLeanne.Simons%40tea.texas.gov%7Cc03dc8efd11749a7717108d8e897b748%7C65d6b3c3723648189613248dbd713a6f%7C0%7C0%7C637515085612823906%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=87FxeWzF%2B9ToZ4y%2FMx5aoRgkTD%2Fsf7XTxt%2F6Ba4vAVI%3D&reserved=0
mailto:TSDSCustomerSupport@tea.texas.gov
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