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Foster Care and Student Success Resource Guide 2.0

Related Information:
• Chapter 5 – Foster Care Liaisons (pg. 58)

• Chapter 6 – Enrollment & Withdrawal (pg. 66)
• Chapter 7 – Identifying Students & 
Maintaining Confidentiality (pg. 79-84)

• Appendix E (163) & F (164), FAQ (169)

https://tea.texas.gov/foster-care-guide

https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/foster-care-and-student-success/foster-care-student-success-resource-guide


• Each school district and open-enrollment charter school 
in Texas is required to appoint at least one employee to 
act as a Foster Care Liaison.

• Within every Education Service Center, there is a 
voluntarily designated Foster Care Champion to assist 
with conveying information and trainings for 
districts. Please contact your local ESC Foster Care 
Champion.

Foster Care Contacts
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https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/foster-care-and-student-success/foster-care-points-of-contact?msclkid=add56cbda70411ec8f299dd4ec678908
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftea.texas.gov%2Facademics%2Fspecial-student-populations%2Ffoster-care-and-student-success%2Ffoster-care-points-of-contact&data=04%7C01%7Ckelly.kravitz%40tea.texas.gov%7Cb46249269d4b41ee9a8f08d9fb9be9ca%7C65d6b3c3723648189613248dbd713a6f%7C0%7C0%7C637817469336948812%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=2nN%2BoZGcRx2Dn%2FS9WxbCI9b1kjQs8B9FAHKL2NNxLwU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftea.texas.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fescfostercarechampions-22.pdf&data=04%7C01%7Ckelly.kravitz%40tea.texas.gov%7Cb46249269d4b41ee9a8f08d9fb9be9ca%7C65d6b3c3723648189613248dbd713a6f%7C0%7C0%7C637817469336948812%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=krzSQRplVyMtgYF6jLMw3dOsRd7oeHGH9KYj5xKfUB8%3D&reserved=0


Context
Total Foster Care Students:

17,090

Source: Texas Education Agency, PEIMS Standard Report Data 2020-2021
Source: DFPS Data Book- Children in DFPS Conservatorship in Fiscal Year 2020

Children in out of home placement for 

reasons of safety and protection:

▪ Victims of abuse, neglect and exploitation

▪ Court ordered removal intervention

▪ In the Conservatorship of Texas Department of Family 

and Protective Service 

Sexual Abuse

Emotional Abuse

Physical Abuse

Labor and Sex Trafficking

Abandonment

Under Identified

27,875 in DFPS Conservatorship 

5-18 years of age

Neglectful Supervision

Physical Neglect

Medical Neglect

RAPR-Refusal to Assume 

Parental Responsibility

2020-2021

PEIMS Data
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PEIMS Coding – C196

Foster Care PEIMS Indicators - C196

0 Student is not currently in the conservatorship of the TX DFPS

1 Student is currently in the conservatorship of the TX DFPS

2 Pre-kindergarten student was previously in the conservatorship of the TX DFPS

3 * Pre-kindergarten student is or ever has been in foster care in another state or territory, if the child 

resides in this state (Texas). TEC §29.153(b). (*added Fall 2021)
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Acceptable Documentation for PEIMS Identification – Code 01

❑ Foster Care/Residential 
Care – 2085 FC

❑ Kinship or Other Non-
Foster Caregiver – 2085 KO

❑ Legal Risk – 2085 LR

❑ Education Decision Maker 
– 2085 E

❑ Court Order (may be 
provided)

Placement Authorization 2085

Copyright ©Texas Education Agency, 2022.  All rights reserved.



Texas Foster Care Pre-K Verification – Code 02

•All students who were formerly or currently 
in DFPS managing conservatorship are eligible 
for free pre-k in Texas:

• (Currently) - DFPS foster/kinship placement 
authorization form (2085)​

•(Formerly) - Pre-K verification letter provided 
by DFPS (letter can be requested by 
sending the child’s full name and date of 
birth to): Prekverificationltrs@dfps.texas.gov)

•For more information see TEA Foster Care 
FAQ #4 & #5
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mailto:Prekverificationltrs@dfps.texas.gov
https://tea.texas.gov/media/document/294516


New Foster Care PEIMS Code 03 - H.B. 725 amended TEC 
29.153(6)(B) to extend free pre-kindergarten eligibility to children 
who are or have been in foster care in another state or territory 
and reside in Texas.

Acceptable documentation to support this requirement 
may include:
• Official paperwork from state or county welfare system.
• Foster care documents stating closure of a case
• Redacted court order documents
• Adoption paperwork completed by the originating state

*Updated Foster Care FAQ with this information available (FAQ - PEIMS #3, Pre-K #4, #5)

*New* Foster Care Pre-K Verification – Code 03
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https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/foster-care-faq-2021-update.pdf


Reminders for Students in Foster Care

Foster Care 
Liaison 

Appointed

Identification & 
Documentation 
(2085 & 2085E)

Immediate 
Enrollment

School 
Nutrition 
Benefits

Provide 
Training to 

Staff

Collaborate 
w/Child 
Welfare
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Foster Care Resources

▪ Foster Care and Student Success Webpage

▪ Foster Care FAQ

▪ Foster Care & Student Success Guide

▪ Highly Mobile & At-Risk Webinars & Trainings
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https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/foster-care-and-student-success
https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/foster-care-faq-2021-update.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/foster-care-and-student-success/foster-care-student-success-resource-guide
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/special-student-populations-division-webinars-and-trainings
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Questions

▪What information would you 
like more training on? 

▪ If you have further questions or 
concerns, please email:
fostercareliaison@tea.texas.gov
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Military Connected Student Identifier - C197

TEC 25.006 requires districts and open enrollment charter schools to collect data 
to identify their military connected students and report to TEA. This is located on 

code Table C197:

0 – Not Military 
Connected

1 – Dependent 
of active duty US 

Military

2 – Dependent 
of current 

member Texas 
National Guard

3 – Dependent 
of current 

member of a 
reserve force

4 – Pre-
Kindergarten 

student 
dependent of an 

1) active duty 
member (1,2,3) 
2) Has fallen in 
the line of duty

5 – Dependent 
of a former 

member of the 
US military, Texas 
National Guard, 

or a reserve 
force

6 – Was a 
dependent of a 
member of the 
US Military or 

reserve force in 
the US Military 
killed in the line 

of duty
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Military Student Identifier Resource

Visit TEA 
Military 
Connected 
School 
Supports 
webpage for 
more info!



TEA Resources and Questions

Kelly Kravitz
MilitaryConnectedStudents@tea.texas.gov

TEA Resources:

TEA Military Family Resources

TEA School Supports

TEA Military Student Connected Identifier Infographic

PEIMS Code Table C197

mailto:MilitaryConnectedStudents@tea.texas.gov
https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/other-services/military-family-resources
https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/other-services/school-support
https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/Military%20Student%20Identifier%20SY%202020%202021.pdf
https://tealprod.tea.state.tx.us/TWEDS/94/0/0/0/CodeTable/List/13650



