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Behavior Threat Assessment Program: 
 
1. For the 2024-2025 school year, will LEAs need to send behavior threat assessment 

paperwork through the Texas Records Exchange (TREx)? 
 
For the 2024-2025 school year, LEAs will still need to send behavior threat assessment 
paperwork through TREx. Beginning in the 2025-2026 school year, the behavior threat 
assessment paperwork should be in the new Sentinel system. When a student transfers to a 
new LEA, the new LEA should have access to the paperwork through Sentinel. 

 
2. Is Sentinel accessed via the TEA Login (TEAL) system or is it a stand-alone system? 

 
Sentinel is a stand-alone system. 

 
3. Is there guidance for LEAs about what should be included in the behavior threat 

assessment paperwork? 
 

The program area is working with district behavior coordinators to provide additional 
information about what should be included in the behavior threat assessment paperwork. When 
the behavior threat assessments are moved into Sentinel, there will be screening surveys for an 
LEA to use. These surveys will provide consistent documentation for each LEA to use for 
behavior threat assessments. 

 
4. Will the data in Sentinel be used to determine if a school is safe? 

 
None of the data in Sentinel will be used to determine if a school is classified as a safe school. 

 
5. Which LEAs will be part of the 2024-2025 pilot program using Sentinel? 

 
The LEAs participating in the pilot program have not been determined. The program area will be 
visiting each ESC beginning in September and will provide information to the ESCs on which 
LEAs will participate in the pilot program. 
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TSDS Web-Enabled Data Standards (TWEDS): 
 
1. Is there a new descriptor table that replaces the SERVICE-ID (C022) table in the TSDS 

Upgrade Project?  
 

In the TSDS Upgrade Project, the SERVICE-ID table is replaced by the CourseCode table. This 
table can be found in the TWEDS under References>Course Codes Link. 
(https://tealprod.tea.state.tx.us/TWEDSAPI/22/0/0/0/References/List/644) 

  

https://tealprod.tea.state.tx.us/TWEDSAPI/22/0/0/0/References/List/644
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All About Going Live: (Added 08/22/2024) 
 
1. How should an LEA work with their vendor if the LEA has concerns about their vendor being 

ready for the 2024-2025 Go Live? What if the vendor is not ready for an individual 
submission? 

 
The first step is for the LEA to ensure proper communication with their source system vendor(s). 
An LEA should request an onboarding plan with details and dates for any actions needed by the 
LEA to ensure a successful integration. If an LEA encounters any issue with satisfying a TSDS 
submission due date, the LEA is encouraged to reach out to their supporting ESC for assistance 
and coordinate with TEA support staff to mitigate the issue.  
   

2. Is there a best practice for sending data in the API since there are entity specific 
dependencies? 
  
Best practice may vary by vendor product in terms of how data can be sent via the API.  
If the vendor product allows control over the data load order, a best practice would be to send 
any non-student entities first. Entities such as Calendar and Course could be loaded first, and 
any errors resolved. Refer to the TSDS Upgrade Project Domain Dependency chart for more 
information and guidance on data dependency based upon domain and resource.  
  

3. Are most vendors following the Texas Education Data Standards (TEDS) or are they 
requiring the LEA to map their descriptors? 
  
All vendors are adhering to Texas Education Data Standards. In terms of descriptors, most 
vendors were utilizing the TEA namespace and not requiring descriptor mapping during the 
Parallel Submission year based upon a limited set of LEAs. Since this will vary by vendor product 
integration, an LEA is encouraged to work with their vendor and supporting ESC to determine 
whether descriptor mappings will be needed in 2024-2025.  

 
4. What if an LEA is using an assessment vendor that TEA is not currently working with? 

  
The Individual Operational Data Store (IODS) will allow any assessment vendor to load data via 
the API with the proper credentials and claim set configured in the Data Management Center 
(DMC) by the LEA. Any assessment not currently on the Early Childhood Data System (ECDS) 
commissioner approved list for kindergarten and prekindergarten will be treated as “local use” 
data and will not be supported by TSDS support staff at TEA. Those assessment vendors can 
seek support and assistance through the Ed-Fi community.   

  
5. Are level 2 validations run on the data before it is promoted to TEA? 

 
Level 2 validations are run against TSDS collection-specific data. The data must have passed 
Level 1.5 filters before it can be processed by Level 2 validations. Level 2 validations are not 

https://www.texasstudentdatasystem.org/sites/texasstudentdatasystem.org/files/domain-dependency-flow-chart-2024.2.0.pdf
https://community.ed-fi.org/
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automatically run against the data and must be scheduled by the LEA or ESC. Data can be 
promoted to the TEA data marts with or without running Level 2 validations.  

 
6. When will LEAs be able to schedule reoccurring level 2 validations? 
  

TEA does not have an official release date for scheduling reoccurring level 2 validations. 
However, TEA expects for this to be ready early in the 2024-2025 school year. Stay tuned for 
more information and guidance on when that feature will be made available. 

  
7. When will vendors need to implement the changes in the TEDS 2025.2.0 version? 

  
TEA does not have an official release date for the implementation of TEDS 2025.2.0 changes in 
the API at this time. The TSDS teams are currently in the process of developing and testing those 
necessary changes. TEA expects to continue to support vendors through a Software 
Development Kit (SDK) and provide continuous communication to ensure proper alignment with 
vendor product changes and the updating of the TSDS API based upon TEDS 2025.2.0. 
 

8. Since LEAs will be sending data before the TEDS 2025.2.0 requirements are implemented, 
will this cause any data syncing issues or impacts? 
  
TEA will be communicating with all vendors on the potential impact to data previously loaded 
prior to the implementation of TEDS 2025.2.0. Stay tuned for more information and guidance. In 
the meantime, LEAs are encouraged to send their data using the TEDS 2025.1.0 requirements.  

 
9. When will TEA release the SDK for version 2025.2.0 to the vendors so the vendors can test 

the SDK before it is sent to the LEAs?  
  

TEA has provided a pre-release BETA Software Development Kit (SDK) for version 2025.2.0 on 
August 16, 2024. The official release is tentatively scheduled for September 13, 2024.  

 
10. Some parallel LEAs have noted several promotion logic issues stopping them from 

validating. Will these be fixed in parallel before August 30, 2024? 
  

Due to the Parallel Submission closing on August 30, 2024, TEA will not be implementing any 
additional software updates or resolving any known issues with the promotion logic for the 
2023-2024 TSDS data submissions. However, these issues will be addressed in the 2024-2025 
Production environment. 
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Student Attendance Accounting Handbook (SAAH): (Added 8/27/2024) 
 
1. A Local Education Agency (LEA) can request a waiver until the end of July. How does an LEA 

report a low attendance or missed school day waiver when the PEIMS Summer 
Resubmission is due in the middle of July? 
 
An LEA should apply for and receive an approved low attendance or missed school day waiver 
before the PEIMS Summer Resubmission due date unless they are running a year-round 
program. An LEA should not report a waiver until the waiver has been approved by the TEA 
Waivers Division. 

 
2. Will Section 12 of the SAAH be updated to include information about the new Texas Virtual 

School Network (TXVSN) waiver campuses? 
 
The new TXVSN waiver campuses are allowed to operate K-12 and this option is temporary for 
those operating under the extended online TXVSN waiver. Since the waiver does not apply to all 
TXVSN schools, the information will not be added to the SAAH. 
 

  

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftea.texas.gov%2Facademics%2Flearning-support-and-programs%2Ftexas-virtual-school-network%2Ftexas-virtual-school-network-online-schools-program&data=05%7C02%7CJamie.Muffoletto%40tea.texas.gov%7Cb69992a7d14240c04ef908dcbe090b41%7C65d6b3c3723648189613248dbd713a6f%7C0%7C0%7C638594193264065569%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xROewaxcKtOU1lWyerldijwMu40Jv8deoLxj%2BvSltoU%3D&reserved=0
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Public Education Information Management System (PEIMS): (Added 
9/5/2024) 
 
Mid-Year: 
1. How are expenditures from grants that span multiple years reported after the first year? 

  
The fiscal year follows the same fiscal year as the notice of grant award (NOGA) ID number. For 
example, for a federal grant with NOGA ID number 146101XXXXXXXXXXX, the fiscal year code is 
4 for 2014, as identified in the second digit of the NOGA ID number. The LEA must use the same 
fiscal year code for the entire duration of the grant. Please refer to the example under Exhibit 
A.7.b in the Appendices for Module 1 of the Financial Accountability System Resource Guide 
(FASRG) for additional information. 
 

Summer: 
1. Why is course completion data promoted for students who are reported as Non-

Membership for Discipline and Restraint reporting? 
  
The promotion logic for Course Completion will be re-evaluated to remove Course completion 
data for students reported with the NonMembershipDisciplineRestraintIndicator in an 
upcoming software release in time for the PEIMS Summer Submission.  
  

Extended Year: 
1. What is the new CalendarType (C215) descriptor 17 (Extended School Year) used for? 

  
All extended year attendance will use the new CalendarType descriptor 17 (Extended School 
Year). This includes flexible and extended school year (ESY) services attendance.  Additional 
Days School Year (ADSY) program attendance would not be reported using the new 
CalendarType descriptor. ADSY would still be reported using the CalendarType descriptor 16 
(Additional Days School Year Program). 

  
2. Does an LEA need to report a Calendar Entity with a CalendarType (C215) descriptor 17 

(Extended School Year), for the summer flexible attendance that is reported in 
ReportingPeriod 7 (First Session – Optional Flexible School Day Program (OFSDP) 
Credit/Promotion Recovery Program) and 8 (Second Session – OFSDP Credit/Promotion 
Recovery Program)? 
  
Yes, CalendarType descriptor ‘17’ (Extended School Year) will need to be reported for all 
extended year flexible attendance and extended year services attendance.  This new 
CalendarType will be used for the granular attendance reporting. 

  
3. By adding the data element, SummerSchoolIndicator (E3091) to the PEIMS Extended Year 

Submission, can LEAs now report all course completion data during the summer (between 
school years)?  

https://tea.texas.gov/finance-and-grants/financial-accountability/fasrg/fasrg19-module1-far-appendices.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/finance-and-grants/financial-accountability/fasrg/fasrg19-module1-far-appendices.pdf
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SummerSchoolIndicator (E3091) was added to the PEIMS Extended Year Submission so TEA 
could identify students that completed courses during the extended school year. Using this new 
indicator, LEAs can load all extended school year course completion data where the 
CourseCompletionIndicator (E1068) is ‘True’ and SummerSchoolIndicator is ‘True’, into the 
LEA’s individual operational data store (IODS). However, TEA will only promote the course 
completion information for: 

a. Career and Technical Education (CTE) courses, 
b. Dual credit courses, 
c. College Preparatory Course English Language Arts (CP110100), or 
d. College Preparatory Course Mathematics (CP111200). 
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Texas Records Exchange (TREx): (Added 9/5/2024) 
 
Application: 
1. Per the Student Attendance Accounting Handbook (SAAH) section 3.3.2 District 

Responsibility to Secure Student Records, an LEA can request records through TREx before 
a student enrolls.  How should an LEA proceed if the TREx request is not fulfilled? 
  
Failure to receive the information required for student enrollment must not preclude the LEA 
from enrolling and serving a student. Please see Section 3.3.4 for additional information 
regarding when an LEA does not receive the student records. If an LEA requests a student record 
from the LEA where a student was previously enrolled and that LEA fails to provide the required 
information within 10 working days of the request, the LEA should report the noncompliant 
district to the Division of Compliance and Inquiry of TEA at (512) 463-3544. 

  
Standard: 
1. Will TREx records still be transferred using XML? 
  

Yes, TREx will continue to use XML. 
  
2. How will LEAs show that a student met only the cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) 

instruction requirement and not the automated external defibrillator (AED) instruction 
using the data element CPR-AED-INSTRUCTION-MET-DATE (TE122)? 
  
An LEA cannot differentiate whether a student has fulfilled the CPR instruction versus the 
combined CPR and AED instruction. The CPR-AED-INSTRUCTION-MET-DATE indicator is 
applicable to all students who complete the required instruction as determined by the date the 
student entered grade 7. 
  

• Students who entered grade 7 in the 2010-2011 to 2023-2024 school years must receive 
instruction in cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR). 

• Students who entered grade 7 in the 2024-2025 school year and thereafter must receive 
instruction in both CPR and in the use of an automated external defibrillator (AED).  

 
        The LEA is responsible for ensuring students meet the specified required instruction.  
 
3. When is the prior-year student discipline data included in the TREx historical student 

discipline record? 
  
The TREx historical student discipline record will include the most recent completed school 
year discipline data submitted in the PEIMS Summer Submission, no later than the fourth 
Thursday in October of the following school year.  
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For example: The 2023-2024 student discipline records submitted during the 2023-2024 PEIMS 
Summer Submission, will be included in the historical discipline record no later than the fourth 
Thursday in October of the 2024-2025 school year. 
 
  

4. When would an LEA use the FHSP-DISTING-LEVEL-PARTICIPANT (TE165) or the DISTING-
LEVEL-ACHIEVEMENT-GRADUATE (TE164) for the transfer of records in TREx? 
  
The data element FHSP-DISTING-LEVEL-PARTICIPANT is used in the transfer records while a 
student is pursuing the distinguished level achievement under the Foundation High School 
Program. However, the DISTING-LEVEL-ACHIEVEMENT-GRADUATE is used when a student has 
successfully completed the distinguished level of achievement, which is awarded when the 
student earns a diploma through the Foundation High School Program or the Texas First Early 
High School Completion Program.   

 
5. Is accelerated instruction going to be added to TREx? 

  
Accelerated instruction was added to the TREx standard on September 1, 2023. The following 
data elements were added for an LEA to transfer accelerated instruction to new schools when a 
student moves: 

a. STUDENT-ACCELERATED-EDUCATION-PLAN (TE149) 
b. ACCELERATED-INSTRUCTION-SUBJECT (TE150) 
c. STUDENT-ACCELERATED-INSTRUCTION-PARTICIPATION (TE151) 
d. ASSIGNED-HOURS-ACCELERATED-INSTRUCTION (TE152) 
e. YTD-NUMBER-HOURS-COMPLETED (TE153) 
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Class Roster Winter: (Added 09/11/2024) 
 
1. Please clarify why the Class Roster Fall was removed and the Class Roster Winter was not? 

  
In researching the usage of the Class Roster Fall Submission data, it was determined that  no 
Texas Education Agency (TEA) program areas are using data reported in Class Roster Fall. The 
Student Assessment Division confirmed that the Texas Information Distribution Engine (TIDE) 
system fulfills the legislative requirements without using the data from the Class Roster Fall 
Submission. 
  
The Class Roster Winter submission is being used to collect data related to the Teacher 
Incentive Allotment Designation. 
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Early Childhood Data System (ECDS): (Added 09/11/2024) 
 
1. Should a Local Education Agency (LEA) that used a non-Commissioner approved 

assessment still report data for the Early Childhood Data System (ECDS)? 
  
LEAs do not have the option to administer a non-Commissioner approved assessment for the 
ECDS Kindergarten Submission. As defined in the Texas Education Code (TEC) §28.006(c-2), 
school systems must conduct a beginning of year (BOY) reading screener using either TX-KEA or 
mCLASS Texas. However, if an LEA did administer a non-Commissioner approved assessment, 
they would not report any data in the ECDS Kindergarten Submission. For those LEAs 
administering a Commissioner approved assessment, if kindergarten students enrolled in an 
LEA after the assessment window and were not able to be assessed with a Commissioner 
approved assessment, student/staff demographics, course/section, special programs will still 
need to be reported up until the ECDS kindergarten submission due date on the last Thursday in 
January.  
 
For the Prekindergarten submission LEAs should be administering a Commissioner approved 
assessment. However, if an LEA administered a non-Commissioner approved assessment to 
any of their prekindergarten students, or the student was not able to be assessed with a 
Commissioner approved assessment during the BOY or EOY assessment window, they would 
still report student/staff demographics, course/section, special programs, and funding source 
for all enrolled prekindergarten students in their LEA up until the last Thursday in June.  
  

2. Can TEA require the ECDS assessment vendors to make the StudentUniqueId (E1523) 
mandatory? 
  
The Texas Education Data Standards (TEDS) require that ECDS assessment vendors provide a 
StudentUniqueId when submitting student assessment data for an LEA to their Individual 
Operational Data Stores (IODS).  It is the responsibility of the LEA to provide their ECDS 
assessment vendor with the correct StudentUniqueIds for all students that should have student 
assessment results reported in the ECDS submissions.  In addition, LEAs should have 
transmitted the required ECDS data elements from each Domain/Entity needed from their 
Student Information System (SIS) to the IODS before the ECDS assessment vendor can send 

https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/ED/htm/ED.28.htm#28.006
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their student assessment data to the LEA’s IODS.  LEAs should work with their respective ECDS 
assessment vendor regarding any questions related to their software. 
 
 

  
3. Are there any new progress monitoring instruments added to the Commissioner’s List of 

Approved Prekindergarten Progress Monitoring instruments? 
  
Yes, there are three new options to use starting in the 2024-2025 school year: 

a. CPALLS+STEM by Children’s Learning Institute administered through TANGO Software 
(formerly on the list as CIRCLE Assessment by Liberty Source) 

b. COR Advantage by HighScope Educational Research Foundation 
c. LION for Prekindergarten by Liberty Source 

  
For more information, please refer to the Commissioner’s List of Approved 
Prekindergarten Instruments.  

  
4. Are there any new Course Codes that are being used in the collection of ECDS Kindergarten 

and Prekindergarten submissions? 
  
Yes, in addition to the 01010000 Prekindergarten Course Code that is currently used, LEAs may 
also use the 01020100 Transition (Pre-First Grade, Developmental First).  For further questions 
regarding usage of Course Codes, please submit a help desk ticket. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://tea.texas.gov/academics/early-childhood-education/24-27commissionerslistpk.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/early-childhood-education/24-27commissionerslistpk.pdf
https://helpdesk.tea.texas.gov/Curriculum-Subpage/
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Child Find: (Added 09/20/2024) 
 
1. For Child Find, should a Local Education Agency (LEA) count a day as absent for a student 

when the student is absent at the official attendance time but is in attendance at another 
time during the school day and brings a doctor’s note?  
  
When an attendance clerk receives a doctor’s note to change the absence, the attendance clerk 
should notify their SPED department that the absence has been changed to the student being 
considered present.  TEA will work with the Special Education (SPED) department to present this 
information in the November 5th FCN webinar. 
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